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FOI Response 
Information provided under the Freedom of Information Act 

 
Title of Request: Safer Streets Fund 
 
FOI Reference: FOI/OPCC/20-020 
 

 

Date of Request: 16/08/2020 
 

Date of Response/Release: 10/09/2020  

Information Requested:  
In respect of grants made by the Home Office from the Safer Street Fund please provide 
the following information: 
1. Question: Did your office apply? 

 
OPCC response:   Yes  
 

2. Question:  Provide a copy of your application(s) 
 
OPCC response: 
 
The Cambridgeshire OPCC can confirm that it holds information in relation to your 
request.    
 
I am supplying the following information: 
 

• Accounting Standards – Question B5 – given at Appendix 1 

• Procurement Procedures – Question B8 – given at Appendix 2 

• Sustainability – Question C4 – given at Appendix 3 

• Cambridge City Bid Area maps – given at Appendix 4 
 
However, I am not obliged to supply some of the information you have requested. 
Such information is exempt under the following exemption:  

Section 31 (1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 – Law Enforcement  

Section 31(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the “Act”) provides that 
information which is not exempt information by virtue of section 30 is exempt 
information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice (a) 
the prevention or detection of crime. 

The Section 31 exemption is a prejudice based qualified exemption which requires 
the prejudice (harm) to be evidenced and a public interest test to be carried out.  This 
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means that information can only be withheld if its disclosure would, or would be likely 
to, prejudice one of the activities listed in subsection 31(1).  This means that not only 
does the information have to prejudice one of the purposes listed, but, before the 
information can be withheld, the public interest in preventing that prejudice must 
outweigh the public interest in disclosure.  
 
The exemption provided by section 31(1)(a) serves to protect society from crime and 
the consequences associated with the crime that would result from disclosing the 
requested information.  
 
The exemption can be used by a public authority that has no law enforcement 
function to protect the work of one that does. 
 
Public interest test  
 

This test is used to balance the public interest in disclosure against the public interest 
in favour of withholding the information.  The OPCC must carry out a public interest 
test where it is considering using any of the qualified exemptions in response to a 
request for information.  In carrying out a public interest test, it must consider the 
greater good or benefit to the community as a whole if the information is released or 
not.  The ‘right to know’ must be balanced against the need to enable effective 
policing and to serve the best interests of the public.  
 
Public Interest Test – Considerations in favour of disclosing the information  
 

The Acting Police and Crime Commissioner (the “Acting PCC”) recognises that there 
is a public interest in openness, transparency and accountability.  He also recognises 
that there is interest from the public regarding how public money, such as that 
received through Government grant funding is spent.  Disclosure of information 
should also enhance public confidence in that measures are being put in place to 
enable crime to be tackled within communities.    
 
Considerations in favour of withholding the information  
 

The disclosure of the information would mean releasing sensitive information into 
the public domain.  Whilst the Acting PCC has no law enforcement function; the 
section 31 Act exemption can be used by a public authority that has no law 
enforcement function to protect the work of one that does.  In respect of this request 
for information, that public authority is Cambridgeshire Constabulary (the 
“Constabulary”).  
 
There is a very strong public interest in protecting the ability of public authorities to 
enforce the law.  Equally, there is a need to take account of any consequence that 
can be anticipated as a realistic possibility.  There is a clear public interest in 
protecting society, both individuals and communities, from both being more 
vulnerable to crime and from the impact of crime.  In this case, releasing information 
would also make the public and the community more vulnerable to crime.  
  



   

Balance Test 
 

After consideration of the factors of the public interest test they are clearly weighed 
in favour of non-disclosure of the some of the requested information. 
 
This decision is based on the understanding that the Public Interest Test is not what 
interests the public, but is what would be best as a whole, for law enforcement, 
victims and the community if disclosed.  
 
Taking into account all of the above, the OPCC considers that the public interest is 
found in not disclosing the information under section 31(a) of the Act.  The rationale 
for this is it would compromise the Constabulary’s ability for law enforcement, which 
in turn hinders the prevention and detection of crime, and makes the public and the 
community more vulnerable to crime.  These reasons outweigh the Acting PCC’s 
requirement for transparency and accountability.  
 
Therefore, the public interest in maintaining the exemption provided for in section 
31 of the Act and in not disclosing some of the information requested and held. 
 

3. Question: Provide a copy of any grant letter(s) received together with any 
conditions attached to the grant(s) 
 
OPCC response: 
 
The OPCC did not hold this information at the time of this request being made. 
 

4. 
 

Question: Any information held with regards to ongoing revenue costs not covered 
by the Home Office grant 
 
OPCC response: 
 
The OPCC does not hold this information. 
 

 
 
 


