
FOI Ref: FOI/OPCC/19-011 
 
27 February 2019 
 
Dear Member of the Public 
 
I am writing in response to your request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, 
dated 14th February 2019.   
 
Please note that this response is being sent in conjunction with the covering letter sent on behalf of 
Police and Crime Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite.  
 
You requested information as outlined below. Responses are below each request.  

 
x As consequence Soham Town Council requests the £ figure inclusive or direct and indirect 

costs relating to costs associated with 382 incident call outs to the town of Soham in the 6 
month figure provided previously in your letter of 29th November 2018. 
I can advise you that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner does not hold the 
information requested.  

 
x If £42760 police precept element is not this year being spent on this community policing 

activity in Soham then an explanation in accountability as to what where and when is it 
being/has been spent on. 
I can advise you that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner does not hold the 
information requested. 
Please refer to the response in the accompanying letter dated 26 February 2019 from the Office 
of the Police and Crime Commissioner.  
 

x Outside of the issue of ‘police precept’ monies, if the £700 000+ direct council tax levied from 
Soham residents in this year is absorbed to mitigate shortfalls to police pensions and to those 
activities associated with high harm crimes such as ‘stings’, provision of helicopters 
and supporting covert operations then it is for you as the elected Crime and Police 
Commissioner for Cambridge and Peterborough to be candid in those disclosures to allow the 
Soham ratepayer autonomy to determine for themselves the relative ‘worth or return on the 
investment’ and in that assessment to balance expectation and overall satisfaction received 
from that element of the rate demand.   

 
I can advise you that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner does not hold the 
information requested. 
Please refer to the response in the accompanying letter dated 26 February 2019 from the Office 
of the Police and Crime Commissioner.  
 

x If the £42 760 of ‘police precept’ as additional levy monies from Soham residents this year has 
similarly been spent to plug deficits and shortfalls then again it is for you as the elected Crime 
and Police Commissioner for Cambridge and Peterborough to be similarly candid and frank in 
that disclosure and stand accountable to the ratepayer in that expenditure. 

 



   

Please refer to the response in the accompanying letter dated 26 February 2019 from the Office 
of the Police and Crime Commissioner.  
 

x Soham Town Council therefore would be pleased to receive explanation of where next 
financial year’s (2019-20) of £87 753.60 and raised directly ‘as police precept’ from residents 
of Soham is actually being spent in the town. 
I can advise you that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner does not hold the 
information requested. 
Again, please refer to the response in the accompanying letter dated 26 February 2019 from 
the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner.  
 

x Further confirmation of the permanency of provision of a PCSO (tbc), clear  answers to the 
current enquiries and questions and in accountability of expenditure to the £78K that will be 
raised by Soham residents next financial year via the ‘police precept’ for community policing 
activities .  
I can advise you that the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner does not hold the 
information requested. 
Please refer to the response in the accompanying letter dated 26 February 2019 from the Office 
of the Police and Crime Commissioner.  
 

x The membership is pleased that Sgt Rabel will be in attendance at its March 2019 meeting and 
it continues to extend cordial personal invitation to you to attend one of its monthly 
meetings[1] to further explore the issues, to exchange ideas, to collectively develop options 
and importantly collaboratively implement pilot schemes that will improve the current 
situation of lack of community policing presence in Soham town.  

 
This is not a request for information as defined by the Freedom of Information Act. 
 

In order to assist, I would point out that Cambridgeshire Constabulary is a separate organisation and 
is treated as such under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.  The Constabulary may hold the 
requested information.  You may wish to resubmit your request to them by email to 
foi@cambs.pnn.police.uk.  Alternatively, please see the link to the Constabulary’s Freedom of 
Information pages: http://www.cambs-police.co.uk/about/foi/index.asp.  

 
We trust that the information provided above meets your needs.  However, if you are unhappy with 
this response, please see the attached ‘satisfied with our service’ document, which sets out your rights 
to appeal. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 

                                                           
 


