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Welcome to the November edition
It has been another busy month for myself and my team. I welcomed Police and Fire Minister, Brandon Lewis to
discuss future legislation with police and fire chiefs; we hosted a round table discussion with Lord Bourne on domestic
violence in the county; I signed a Rural Crime Concordat (alongside other Police and Crime Commissioners from
Lincolnshire, Norfolk, and Suffolk) to tackle issues faced by rural communities and issued a tender for a provider to
deliver a single county-wide specialist service for victims of sexual violence from next year.

Since coming into post in May this year, I have got a really good feel for the Constabulary and what a great
organisation it is. However, with budgetary pressures set to continue over the next few years (and a further £6 million
still to be saved), it is important that we continue to do whatever we can to protect frontline policing.
HMIC’s latest report recognises the positive steps that the Constabulary’s officers and staff are doing to make our
communities safer. However, I recognise that there are areas for improvement which I am working with Chief
Constable, Alec Wood to address. I support HMIC’s statement that the Constabulary faces some future financial
uncertainty, despite careful budgeting. The Chief Constable and I will continue to do what we can to lobby
Government for more funding so we can maintain an effective and efficient force.
Finally I want to say thank you to those of you who have taken the time to complete my survey and provide feedback
on my draft Police and Crime Plan (which can be viewed here). Your comments and suggestions have been extremely
useful.

Jason Ablewhite
Police and Crime Commissioner
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PCCs join forces in the fight against rural crime
Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) from Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire,
Norfolk, and Suffolk have reaffirmed their commitment to tackling rural crime.
At a Rural Crime Summit held in Norfolk on 31st October, the four PCCs signed
a Rural Crime Concordat, pledging to work across county borders to tackle crime
issues affecting rural communities.

Find out more

24/7 Mental Health Service to help those in crisis
People living in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough will now be able to access a
new mental health team when they dial 111.
The pilot scheme, launched by Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS
Foundation Trust (CPFT), means that callers who are experiencing a mental
health crisis will be able to dial the NHS urgent medical advice number, and by
choosing ‘option 2’, will be put through to a member of CPFT’s new First
Response Service.

Find out more

A county-wide support service for victims of sexual abuse
The Police Commissioner is looking for a provider to deliver a single county-wide
specialist service for victims of sexual violence from next year. The Commissioner
said:
“These crimes have a devastating impact on people’s lives and we need to do all
we can to support them to cope and recover. The additional service will ensure all
victims of sexual violence, wherever they live, can expect the same level of
support.”

Find out more

Police and Fire Minister visits Cambridgeshire
Brandon Lewis, Minister of State for Policing and the Fire Service visited Police
headquarters in Huntingdon on Friday 21st October to meet Police and Fire
Chiefs.
The Government is taking forward legislation to enable Police and Crime
Commissioners to take responsibility for their local fire and rescue services.

Find out more
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Increased funding for Liaison and Diversion Service
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust (CPFT) has received
a £750,000 boost to improve the health assessments of people who have been
arrested or are facing the courts.
Staff from CPFT’s Liaison and Diversion Service work with people who enter
the criminal justice system, providing assessments for vulnerabilities such as
mental ill-health or learning disabilities.

Find out more

Tanker exercise tests emergency services
Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire Road Policing Unit ran an
exercise on Tuesday 1st November which saw emergency services deal with
the aftermath of a rolled chemical tanker.
Representatives from 35 police forces, Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue
Service, the US Airforce, Beds and Suffolk Fire, the East of England
Ambulance Service, the Health and Safety Executive and the Department of
transport attended the event.

Find out more

Road Victims Trust receives prestigious award
A charity that receives funding from the Office of the Police and Crime
Commissioner has been awarded the prestigious Prince Michael International
Road Safety Award (PMIRSA) for the quality of post-crash care it gives to
victims.
Speaking about the award, Lyn Hesse, Chair of Trustees, Road Victims Trust,
said: “This is a tribute to all of the RVT staff, volunteers and partners who work
tirelessly to provide the service.”

Find out more
Commissioner makes awards to groups supporting young people
Young people from across the county are set to benefit from funding from the
Police and Crime Commissioner’s Youth Fund.

Managed by Cambridgeshire Community Foundation, the Youth Fund was set
up in 2014 to help young people engage in positive activities. Money will go to
a range of community groups including Young People March and Ramsey
Neighbourhood Trust.

Find out more
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Commissioner and Chief Constable support lower drink drive limit
With Alcohol Awareness Week running from 14th until 20th November, Police
Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite and Chief Constable, Alec Wood have added
their voices to a national campaign calling for a reduction in the national drink
drive limit
The Institute of Alcohol Studies (IAS) has joined forces with a wide coalition of
supporting groups, including BRAKE, the AA, RAC Foundation, and Institute of
Advanced Motoring to launch a campaign to gain support in the House of
Commons for lowering the drink drive limit from 80mg to 50mg per 100ml blood.

Find out more
Commissioner welcomes Lord Bourne
Lord Bourne of Aberystwyth was in County Hall in March on Friday 4 th November
to join a roundtable discussion on domestic abuse in the county. He also launched
a £20 million fund for victims of domestic abuse.
Jason Ablewhite chaired the meeting which saw representatives from local
organisations, including Cambridgeshire County Council, Refuge, and
Cambridgeshire Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence Partnership discuss how
challenges are being addressed.

Find out more

Modern Slavery Action Week
Police in Cambridgeshire took part in a national week of action to combat modern
slavery in the county from 17th until 21st October. A number of activities took place
over the week including visits to houses of multiple occupancy.
The week coincided with Anti-Slavery Day on 18th October.

Find out more
Commissioner meets Students’ Union representatives
Jason Ablewhite visited Cambridge University on 25th October to discuss crime and
student safety with Students’ Union (CUSU) President Amatey Doku and other
CUSU officers.
Jason said: “I was pleased to see student safety and well-being so well represented
and a good opportunity for me to understand the issues faced by students living in
Cambridge today.”
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From Holywell to the Himalayas – supporting young victims of crime
Anne Campbell, CEO of national children’s charity Embrace, has spent the last
few weeks trekking the Indian Himalayas, as part of an organised climb, to raise
awareness of the important work the charity does.
With sexual assault (and exploitation), domestic abuse and child neglect the most
common reasons for referral, Embrace CVoC works with local police officers and
safeguarding professionals to support young people and their families whose lives
have been affected by serious crime. The charity is working closely with Police
Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite and Deputy Andy Coles, to bridge gaps in the
county’s victims’ services including the provision of specialist counselling.
If you would like to donate to Anne’s appeal, please visit
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AnneCampbell

Farmers talk to Commissioner about rural crime
Farmers and rural businesses met the Police Commissioner in Wimblington on
19th October to talk about the growing threat of rural crime. The Constabulary set
up a Rural Crime Action Team in 2015 as a direct response to concerns about
hare coursing as well as plant and tractor theft, heritage crime, arson, wildlife
crime and illegal raves.

Find out more
Deputy Commissioner visits Sanctuary
Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner, Andy Coles visited The Sanctuary in
Peterborough to find out how the facility is helping people experiencing a mental
health crisis.
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust (CPFT) teamed up with
MIND to allow people to get the practical and emotional support they need. Andy
said: “I was able to see how people suffering a mental health crisis are looked after,
rather than having to attend the accident and emergency service at Peterborough
City Hospital.”

Home Office launches ‘Fire Kills’ campaign
As the season of bonfires and fireworks is upon us, the Home Office is reminding
people to test their smoke alarms. With 200 people dying last year in fires in the
home, you’re at least 4 times more likely to die in a fire in the home if there’s no
working smoke alarm. A list of top tips on fire safety in the home and at work is
available here.

Find out more

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk

5

Connect

Forthcoming surgeries
USEFUL LINKS


Safer Peterborough Partnership



Fenland Community Safety Partnership



Cambridge Community Safety
Partnership



Huntingdonshire Community Safety
Partnership




South Cambridgeshire Crime & Disorder Reduction
Partnership

The Police and Crime Commissioner offers regular one to one
meetings across the county. If you have an issue you would
like to discuss, you can book a 15 minute appointment. Please
email: cambs-pcc@cambs.onn.police.uk or phone 0300 333
3456 to make an appointment:
9th December, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm, Huntingdon
13th January, 10.00 am – 12 noon, South Cambs District
Council
28th February, 10.00 am – 12 noon, March

East Cambridgeshire Community Safety Partnership

Useful Links:

Cambridgeshire
Community
Foundation

Getting in touch:
It’s important for me and my team to represent your views so if you want to get in touch, please do. I am here to represent you and
to make sure your voice is heard.
You can write to me:
Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner
PO Box 688
Huntingdon
PE29 9LA
Email me: cambs-pcc@cambs.pnn.police.uk, phone: 0300 333 3456

Follow me:

@PCCCambs

You can follow me:
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