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Update from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner

February 2017

Welcome to the February edition
One of my priorities, when I took up office, was to do what I could to help reduce the number of people killed or
injured on our roads. I’m therefore pleased to be able to fund a new Police Casualty Reduction Officer post to help
educate people on the roads.
I was also delighted to co-host Cambridge’s Cybercrime conference at Anglia Ruskin University towards the end of
January. With over 200 people attending, it’s clear there is genuine concern about the rise of internet fraud. Being
aware of scams and reporting anything suspicious can help the police prevent others from falling victim. You can
follow the latest advice and guidance here.
I’ve added my voice to a number of important campaigns over the last few weeks, including Action on Elder Abuse, a
campaign urging older people and their families to learn how to spot the signs of financial abuse; ‘Put it away’, a
campaign to remind people of the dangers of using a mobile phone at the wheel; and ‘Ask for Angela’, a simple code
word campaign to keep people safe while dating.
Following the opening of the new Sexual Assault Referral Centre in Hinchingbrooke Hospital, I’m pleased to
announce further support for young people who are victims of sexual abuse. These experiences can have devastating
impacts on their lives and we need to continue to do all we can to help young people cope and recover. I’m
delighted that my funding will be matched by Embrace CVOC, the national charity supporting young victims of crime
to recover from their ordeals.
I hope you find this update useful – don’t forget, details of my surgeries can be found at the end of the newsletter.

Jason Ablewhite, Police and Crime Commissioner
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Police Commissioner funds new county-wide road safety post
A new Police Casualty Reduction Officer post is being funded to help
reduce the number of collisions on Cambridgeshire’s roads.
The Officer will lead the educational element of campaigns such as ‘Drink
Drive’ and ‘Think!’ on behalf of the Constabulary. Jason Ablewhite said:
“Every death and life-changing injury which happens as a result of a road
collision is one too many. This new role provides an important resource to
help educate people about keeping safe on our roads.”
Find out more
Campaign to make dating safer
A campaign to keep people safe while dating is being launched across
Cambridgeshire to coincide with National Sexual Violence Awareness
Week (6th until 10th February).
The simple code-word campaign, Ask for Angela, encourages people
who are concerned about their safety to discreetly ask for help by going
to the bar.
Find out more
Police and Crime Plan nears publication
A new Police and Crime Plan, setting out the Police Commissioner’s
objectives for the next four years, will be published in March.
Built around four main themes: victims, offenders, communities and
transformation, the Plan includes setting the policing element of the
council tax and how crime and disorder reduction grants will be awarded.
Click on the link to see a copy of the draft plan.
Find out more
Cybercrime conference attracts over 200 people
A conference to help people protect themselves from the threat of
cybercrime was held in Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge on 24 th
January.
Hosted by the Police and Crime Commissioner and Cambridge City
Council, members of the public and local business representatives were
able to listen to the latest advice on how to keep safe. For more hints and
tips on how to keep safe online, click on the link.
Find out more
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Volunteer Police Cadets celebrated at the Palace
A group of Volunteer Police Cadets from Fenland were recognised
nationally at an event at Buckingham Palace on Tuesday 31st January.
Cadet Leader, Sergeant Caroline Scully said:
“To be recognised by the Volunteer Police Cadet team and the Youth
United Foundation was a hugely exciting experience for all those who
attended. The event showed just how many young people are making
positive efforts to improve the communities that they live in using their
imagination and fantastic innovative ideas.”

Romsey Mill youth group catch up with Police Commissioner
A group of young people from Romsey Mill met with Jason Ablewhite to
discuss his draft Police and Crime Plan.
The Charity creates opportunities for young people, children and
families in Cambridgeshire. The young people, who all attend regular
sessions at the charity, spoke to the Commissioner about what matters
to them in terms of keeping safe.
Find out more
How can life go on?
Jason Ablewhite joined local dignitaries at a Holocaust Memorial
Service at Pathfinder House, Huntingdonshire District Council.
Chairman of the Council, Councillor Peter Bucknall said: “I would like to
give thanks to the Police and Crime Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite,
Jonathan Djanogly MP and others who lit candles, and to the four
students from St Ivo School, Lauren Daws, Hector Hands, Mollie Wright
and Hazel Wynn for the excellent presentations they gave on their
recent school visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau.”
Motorists told to ‘put it away’
Motorists who use a mobile phone while driving are being reminded not
to use a mobile phone while at the wheel. Officers from Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire Roads Policing Unit have been
carrying out extra enforcement operations to tackle the issue.
The Government has announced plans to double the penalties for
being caught using a phone behind the wheel to six points and a £200
fine in 2017.
Find out more

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk

3

Connect
Police Commissioner visits the Sanctuary in Cambridge
Jason Ablewhite met with the team behind the Sanctuary in Cambridge
to understand how the charity Mind in Cambridgeshire provides
support for people in mental health crisis.
Open seven days a week from 6pm until 1am, the Sanctuary provides
a safe place for individuals experiencing an emotional or mental health
crisis. It offers practical and emotional support in a warm and friendly
environment.
Find out more
Enhanced support for young victims of sexual abuse
A new partnership with locally-based, national charity Embrace Child
Victims of Crime (CVOC) will be jointly funding a dedicated counselling
post to help young victims of sexual violence cope and recover from
their experience.
The Counsellor will be based at The Elms, Cambridgeshire’s new
Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC), at Hinchingbrooke Hospital, in
Huntingdon.
Find out more
Recovery Café opens in Cambridge
A new community café, situated on the site of Brookfield’s Hospital in
Cambridge has been officially opened.

The café, run by service users for service users, is independent from
specialist services and provides work, opportunities and a safe
supportive space for people to meet and rebuild lost skills and
confidence. The food is delicious!

Find out more

Commissioner’s Dry January reaps benefits
Following 31 days of abstinence, Deputy Police and Crime
Commissioner Andy Coles has raised an impressive £315 for cancer
research UK.
Andy joined Police Commissioner, Jason Ablewhite, other team
members and thousands of others taking a break from the booze for
Dry January. Andy said: “Being a Dryathlete has been a very
informative experience – I’ve picked up some great drinks’ recipes
along the way and would like to thank everyone who sponsored me.”
Find out more
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Interested in working or volunteering for the force?
There are a number of opportunities within the Constabulary for police
officers, staff and volunteers.
Did you know that as a civilian you can volunteer to become a Special
Constable? The Special Constabulary plays an important role in
providing additional officers at local events, such as peak times on
Friday and Saturday nights. People join the Special Constabulary for
many different reasons. For more information about the role, click on
the link here.
The force is currently looking for a Watch Coordination Officer to
develop the county’s watch schemes, notably Speedwatch and
Neighbourhood Watch. For more details, click on the link here.

Top Tips to protect your home from burglars
Is your home as safe as you can make it from being burgled?
Burglary can affect anyone and can be a very traumatic experience for
victims with a long-lasting impact.
Click on the link below to take this short self-assessment and find out
what more you could do to protect your home.
Find out more

Think before you snap and sext
Youngsters and their parents are being urged to think about the
dangers of sexting as part of a week-long campaign to highlight child
sexual exploitation.
With around 35 per cent of all child sexual exploitation (CSE) offences
taking place online in the county, the campaign aims to encourage
young people to protect themselves by thinking before sharing explicit
images online or via text.
Find out more
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Forthcoming surgeries
USEFUL LINKS


Safer Peterborough Partnership



Fenland Community Safety Partnership



Cambridge Community Safety
Partnership



Huntingdonshire Community Safety
Partnership



South Cambridgeshire Crime & Disorder Reduction
Partnership



East Cambridgeshire Community Safety Partnership

The Police and Crime Commissioner offers regular one to one
meetings across the county. If you have an issue you would
like to discuss, you can book a 15 minute appointment. Please
email: cambs-pcc@cambs.pnn.police.uk or phone 0300 333
3456 to make an appointment:
28th February, 10.00 am – 12 noon, March
24th March, 10.00 am – 12 noon, Peterborough Town Hall
6th April, 10.00 am – 12 noon, Ely Police Station

Useful Links:

Getting in touch:
It’s important for me and my team to represent your views so if you want to get in touch, please do. I am here to represent you and
to make sure your voice is heard.
You can write to me:
Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner
PO Box 688
Huntingdon
PE29 9LA
You can follow me:
Email me: cambs-pcc@cambs.pnn.police.uk, phone: 0300 333 3456
Follow me:

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk

@PCCCam
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