
Our  f ive Independent Volunteers are
members of  the publ ic who play a key
role in oversight  and accountabi l i ty .
They observe,  comment on,  and report
on the condi t ion of  pol ice dogs, as wel l
as how they are t ransported whi le on
duty.  These volunteers provide essent ia l
and robust scrut iny,  helping to ensure
the highest standards of  care,  t reatment,
and overal l  wel lbeing for  dogs across
BCH. 

This we have recrui ted a number of
volunteer to ensure there are at  least
two volunteers in each pol ic ing area,
strengthening our abi l i ty  to maintain
consistent  and ef fect ive oversight .

GOODBYE LUNA 

Retired Pol ice Dog Luna is n ine years old and has dedicated over
7.5 yrs operat ional  service being a Drugs, Cash and Firearms
dog (DCW) for  BCH Pol ice Dog Uni t .  Luna was abandoned in
Ireland back in 2017, whereby she was col lected by The Dogs
Trust ,  she was then rehomed to her handler at  BCH. Luna has 
had a fantast ic career and some amazing f inds 
along the way.

Lunas Dad said “Throughout Luna’s career 
she has made me proud, she has already 
embraced ret i rement spending al l  her t ime with
the fami ly on long walks and weekends away”

“Excel lent  set t ing for  t ra in ing of f icers were k ind,  open
and accommodat ing.  I  would l ike you to send my
sincere thanks to them. I  love th is job
i ts a tota l  pr iv i lege to meet the
awesome dogs and their
handlers” 

Over the past  12 months,  a tota l  of  14 wel fare
vis i ts have been under taken, dur ing which 120
welfare checks were completed by our
Volunteers.  We are pleased to repor t  tha t  no
ser ious concerns regarding the heal th or wel fare of
any of  the dogs were ident i f ied dur ing these vis i ts.
Repor ts highl ighted only minor issues, such as a
cut paw, a ta i l  in jur y,  and digest ive concerns.  Al l  of
these were being appropr ia tely managed under the
guidance of  a Vet and we are pleased to confi rm
that a l l  issues were successful ly  resolved.

In February th is year,  we were
del ighted to receive recogni t ion f rom
Dogs Trust  and were awarded
cert i f icat ion conf i rming that  the
Tr i ‑Force Animal Welfare Independent
Vis i tors Scheme runs an ef fect ive
Animal Welfare Scheme for our dog
uni ts.

This accredi tat ion highl ights our
commitment to ensur ing an open 
and transparent process for
monitor ing the wel fare needs of  our
incredible working dogs. Dogs Trust
has expressed pr ide in support ing our
scheme and looks forward to
cont inuing a strong partnership wi th
the Tr i ‑Force in the years ahead.

We are also pleased to share that
one of  the dogs was rehomed from
the Dogs Trust  th is year,  and i t  is
hoped she wi l l  go on to be successful
in her t ra in ing wi th the Dog Uni t .
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The Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Her tfordshire (BCH) Independent Dog Welfare Scheme is administered by
the Cambridgeshire Of fice of  the Police and Crime Commissioner on behalf  of  all three Police and Crime
Commissioners. Operating 24/7 across both urban and rural environments, the team provides responsive

oversight to ensure police dogs are cared for to the highest standards. 

The Scheme continues to deliver ef fective independent scrutiny, helping to maintain public confidence that Police
dogs across BCH receive appropriate welfare and suppor t. The Dog Unit delivers specialist capabil it ies across

the Tri-Force area, with highly trained dogs and handlers suppor ting frontl ine policing and enhancing operational
Ef fectiveness.
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The Dog Uni t  consists of  t ra ined
pol ice dogs and handlers opera t ing
across BCH. In addi t ion,  volunteers
car r y out  wel fare checks a t  Luton
Internat ional  Airpor t  (LIA).
The dogs are t ra ined to t rack
of fenders and locate missing
persons, whi le some receive
specia l is t  t ra in ing to detect  drugs,
cash, f i rearms, or  explosives using
their  h ighly developed sense of
smel l .  The uni t  is  a v i ta l  resource in
prevent ing and detect ing cr ime
across the three forces.
Cur rent ly,  the Dog Uni t  has 30
handlers and 27 genera l  purpose
dogs and 15 detect ion dogs. At  LIA
speci f ica l ly,  there are s ix handlers
and seven opera t ional  dogs, wi th one
dog cur rent ly in t ra in ing suppor t ing
ongoing act iv i ty.
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