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Welcome to the October edition
It has been an exceptionally busy month and I would like to share with you some of what has happened.
I was delighted to welcome Richard Heaton, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Justice to the newly launched Victim
and Witness Hub on 30th September. I have been working closely with the Constabulary to merge victim and witness
support services so that anyone affected by crime has access to a single, streamlined service. We can now offer a better
service from day one, when a crime is reported, throughout the criminal justice process and afterwards. This leads to
people having more confidence in reporting crimes which in turn works more effectively for the good of society.
I spent an afternoon out with Traffic Officer, Steve Gedney, of the Roads Policing Unit and was shocked to see how
many people are still using mobile phones when at the wheel. I will be doing everything I can to support the
Constabulary’s latest campaign to raise awareness of the dangers this causes.
I welcomed the latest Volunteer Police Cadets from Cambridge into the policing family at their passing out ceremony on
28th September. Their enthusiasm and commitment to making their communities safer is impressive and will serve them
well as they go forward in their careers.
October sees the launch of National Hate Crime Awareness Week – myself and my Deputy Andy Coles will be out and
about talking to people about what constitutes a hate crime, and how to report one. Follow our activity on twitter at
@CAMBSPCC using #NHCAW
Work continues on my Police and Crime Plan and I would like to thank all of you who have taken the time to respond.
There is still time to feedback your views: visit http://www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/police-crime-plan/police-crimeplan-2017-2020/. I hope you find this newsletter helpful and welcome your feedback. Details of how to get in touch can
be found at the back of the newsletter.
Finally, I would like take this opportunity to remind you all to stay safe now the dark nights are drawing in and the
clocks are about to go back. Whether you are a motorist or a cyclist, please make sure your lights are working and
you can be seen by other users.

Jason Ablewhite
Police and Crime Commissioner
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Enhanced support for victims and witnesses
Victims and witnesses of crime will get an even better support service following
the opening of a new Victim and Witness Hub on 30th September
The already successful Victims’ Hub has merged with the Constabulary’s witness
Care Team to provide ‘end to end’ support service for all victims and witnesses of
crime.

Find out more
Commissioner wants your views
The Commissioner is asking members of the public to give their views about
crime and policing in a short survey as he produces his Police and Crime Plan for
2017-2020.
Your responses will help inform the content of the plan. Click on the link to
complete the survey.

Survey

Cambridge’s first police cadets pass out
Young police cadets ‘passed out’ in front of proud family and friends as the first
Cambridge unit was launched on 28th September.
The new scheme, being run in partnership with North Cambridge Academy, will
have 17 youngsters, all of whom paraded at Magdalene College in front of
Cambridge city commander, Superintendent Jon Hutchinson, and Cambridge
Inspector Matt Johnson, who has organised the scheme.

Commissioner backs hate crime awareness campaign
Jason Ablewhite is backing a national Hate Crime Awareness campaign (8-15
October) to help tackle offending, encourage reporting and raise public
awareness of what constitutes a crime.
Throughout this week, Jason and his deputy Andy Coles met with members of the
public across the county. Jason said: “I encourage victims and witnesses of hate
crime to report incidents to the police without fear – you will be taken seriously
and treated with sensitivity. Whether is is based on race, disability, religion,
sexual orientation or gender identity – if it affects you – report it.”

Find out more
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Commissioner targets motorists using mobile phones
The dangers of using a mobile phone while driving are being highlighted as part
of a month-long campaign throughout October.
Jason Ablewhite joined Traffic Officer, Steve Gedney of the Roads Policing Unit
to see for himself just how many people continue to put lives at risk.
Studies have shown that using a mobile phone while driving is so distracting that
it’s as dangerous as being over the drink drive limit.

Find out more
Community event held at force headquarters
A multi-cultural community event was held at Police headquarters on 14th
September to recognise the work already happening in the community and
reaffirm the importance of cohesion and joint working.
Assistant Chief Constable Nav Malik said: “This was a great opportunity to
highlight the network of people and organisations we have in the county. We
asked everyone who attended to make a pledge to work together to create a safer
Cambridgeshire as we seek to address some of the more challenging and
complex issues in our community such as terrorism, community cohesion and
hate crime.”

Tri-Force collaboration proposals to bring more offenders to justice
Proposals designed to bring offenders to justice more swiftly across Bedfordshire,
Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire (BCH) took a significant step forward in
September following agreement of the three Chief Constables and three Police and
Crime Commissioners.
It was agreeed at a Strategic Alliance Summit that staff can be recruited to run new
Virtual Courts at custody locations within Bedfordshire and Cambridgeshire. This
will bring the two forces in line with Hertfordshire which introduced Virtual Courts in
2012.
Jason Ablewhite said: “This will free up valuable police time and resources and
ensure crimes are dealt with both quickly and efficiently.”

Commissioner pledges continued funding or force control room
based mental health nurses
To mark World Mental Health Day (10th Oct), Jason Ablewhite has committed to
continue funding three mental health nurses based in the Cambridgeshire
Constabulary force control room where 999 calls are taken.
The Integrated Mental Health Team, who are commissioned from Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough Foundation Trust, provide officers with real time clinical advice
on the best way to support and keep safe people in suspected mental health
crisis.

Find out more
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USEFUL LINKS


Safer Peterborough Partnership



Fenland Community Safety Partnership



Cambridge Community Safety
Partnership



Huntingdonshire Community Safety
Partnership



South Cambridgeshire Crime & Disorder Reduction
Partnership



Forthcoming surgeries
The Police and Crime Commissioner offers regular one to one
meetings across the county. If you have an issue you would
like to discuss, you can book a 15 minute appointment. Please
email: cambs-pcc@cambs.onn.police.uk or phone 0300 333
3456 to make an appointment:
8th November, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm, Cambridge
9th December, 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm, Huntingdon
28th February, 10.00 am – 12 noon, March

East Cambridgeshire Community Safety Partnership

Useful Links:

Getting in touch:
It’s important for me and my team to represent your views so if you want to get in touch, please do. I am here to represent you and
to make sure your voice is heard.
You can write to me:
Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner
PO Box 688
Huntingdon
PE29 9LA
Email me: cambs-pcc@cambs.pnn.police.uk, phone: 0300 333 3456

Follow me:

@PCCCambs

You can follow me:
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