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Update from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner

February 2016

AT THIS time of year we look to set budgets for the 2016/17 financial year.
It has always been my stated aim to keep any council tax rises as low as possible and
not to burden an already stretched public during difficult economic times. Through
careful financial management over a four-year period we have been able to save £16
million without reducing frontline officer numbers. We still need to find a further £6.6
million of savings by the financial year 2019/20 and I am pleased to say we have plans
in place to meet these savings.
The result of our long term financial planning is that I was able to recommend just a
0.99% increase to the policing element of the council tax for 2016/17 – representing
3.5p per week on a Band D property. This has now been accepted by the Police and
Crime Panel. Some people have asked why we need to have any increase at all given
that police funding has been largely protected. However, there are still significant
savings to be found and, as with any business, we face annual inflationary pressures,
particularly in the form of staff costs. Despite this, we have managed to restrict the
rise to 0.99% enabling me to meet my promise not to add any burden to taxpayers.
Our ambitious alliance with Bedfordshire Police and Hertfordshire Constabulary
continues to make good progress. I met with the three Chief Constables and my two
Police and Crime Commissioner colleagues in January to sign further collaboration
agreements which will enable each of the three forces to gain strength from each other
and benefit from the savings that collaboration brings. Details can been seen here:
http://www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk/three-forces-continue-to-move-forwardwith-collaboration/
I hope you enjoy this edition of our newsletter in which we aim to give you a flavour
of the work that is going on to keep the people of Cambridgeshire safe.
Sir Graham Bright
Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk
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Partners come together to improve
crisis support

Sir Graham backs lower drink drive
limits

‘THE right care, at the right time, and in the right place’

SIR Graham is one of nine police and crime

– that’s the single most important aspiration of

commissioners backing a Private Members’ bill that

agencies across the county who have pledged to work

would lower the drink driving limits in England and

together to improve the experience of people in

Wales.

mental health crisis.
The bill, sponsored by Lord Brooke of Alverthorpe,
This commitment was made in November 2014 when

would reduce the current limits from 80mg

partners signed up to a local Mental Health Crisis Care

alcohol/100ml blood to 50mg alcohol/100ml blood – in

Concordat Declaration.

line with most other European countries.

Local agencies came together at a recent ‘Mental

England and Wales currently has the highest allowed

Health’ roundtable meeting at Police Headquarters in

levels in Europe. Sir Graham, said: “The consequences

Huntingdon where Cambridgeshire

of incidents caused by drink drivers can be catastrophic

Constabulary

launched a new Integrated Mental Health Team.
Driven by the force’s lead for mental health, Detective
Superintendent Kevin Vanterpool, the service is being

resulting in life-changing injuries or even death. It is the
emergency services that have the terrible task of
dealing with the aftermath.

provided by Cambridgeshire and Peterborough

“A lower drink drive limit will help reduce the numbers

Foundation Trust. Three Clinical Psychiatric Nurses

of people dying or suffering life changing injuries on the

have been recruited and will work seven days a week

roads – and ultimately make our communities safer.”

in the force control room, providing advice to officers
dealing with people with mental health issues.

Could you be a speedwatch
volunteer?
LAST year the Constabulary's speedwatch volunteers
checked more than 150,000 vehicles and sent out
13,000 letters to speeding drivers asking them to
consider their attitude to speeding through villages.
Would you like to get involved? Volunteers must be 18
or over and full training will be given.
To find out more about becoming a speedwatch
volunteer, email speedwatch@cambs.pnn.police.uk.

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk
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Cadets in the headlines

EIGHT young Volunteer Police Cadets became the pride of
Cambridgeshire on February 5th during a ceremony to mark
the completion of their training at Meadowgate School in
Wisbech.

Bridging the gap between generations
An intergenerational project brought young and old
together at Soham Village College to give Soham’s Volunteer
Police Cadets an opportunity to explore ways to better
support their communities.
Having received the latest Scams and Fraud Education
training from Cambridgeshire County Council Trading
Standards, the young Cadets were able to ‘role play’ various
scamming

scenarios

with

organisations

such

as

Neighbourhood Watch, The Bobby Scheme, The Royal
British Legion, The Care Network and Littleport Timebank.

Head Teacher, Jacqui McPherson, explains: “The Governors

‘Lock up’ raises funds for children with
cancer

are proud and delighted to be part of the first ever Volunteer

A group of Cadets who spent a night in custody in November

Police Cadets group of its kind in the country. We want to

have raised £1775.42 for CLIC Sargent.

thank Cambridgeshire Constabulary for initiating this group
and for supporting the training, especially Chief Inspector
Andy Bartlett, whose idea this group was. The achievement
has been recognised by the Home Secretary, The Rt. Hon.
Theresa May, in a letter to the school, offering her
congratulations on the group’s achievements.”

Cambourne Volunteer Cadet Unit now
recruiting!
Thirteen Cadets together with leaders, Detective Sergeant
A new cadet scheme, opening in Cambourne is looking for
young people who want to learn more about policing.
Cadets will meet at the Blue School in Cambourne on
Tuesday evenings during term time.
For more information contact Hannah Watson, email:

Heidi McAdam and Police Constable Nicholas Constanti used
the opportunity to gain valuable insight into what it means
to be locked up. Karen Roberts, CLIC Sargent Fundraising
Manager, said: "CLIC Sargent are delighted to be the Police
Cadets’ chosen charity for the year and what a fantastic start
they have made.”

cadets@cambs.pnn.police.uk, tel: 01954 713911.

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk
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Police team up with college to recruit
more special volunteers

Hate Crimes going unreported
FEAR of how they will be treated is leading to
thousands of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
people (LGB and T) not reporting hate crimes. Evidence
nationally suggests around 35,000 cases of hate crime
committed against people because of their sexual
orientation go unreported every year.
A report from the University of Leicester's Centre for
Hate Studies reveals that 88 per cent of lesbian, gay,
bisexual and transgender people had experienced

CAMBRIDGE Regional College has joined the Employer

some form of hate incident leaving them with

Supported Policing initiative to inspire people to

emotional and physical scars.

become special constables.
The publication of the report coincides with LGBT
The partnership will mean active support for college

History Month, which celebrates the lives and

staff who become specials, including five days a year

achievements of the LGBT community.

paid leave for duties and training.

For more information about the campaign and to find
out

what

is

happening

over

February,

visit:

https://www.cambridge.gov.uk/content/lgbt-historymonth

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk
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Police funding for victims to be
protected

New police contact point in Chatteris

SIR Graham Bright has welcomed news that the

THE latest Police Contact Point is running regular

2016/17 funding for victims’ services will be protected.

sessions at Budgens in Chatteris staffed by PCSO’s

The funding was confirmed by MP Mike Penning, the

Dawn Rae and Jo Ford (pictured).

Minister for Policing, Fire, Criminal Justice and Victims.
Cambridgeshire will receive just over £913,000 for
victims’ services as well as an extra £68,000 for child
sexual abuse services.

Don’t make them tea!
THAMES Valley Police’s new consent video asks people
who are still struggling with consent to imagine instead
of initiating sex, you’re making someone a cup of tea.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZwvrxVavnQ

Helping local business to tackle cyber
crime

Concerns from Asian Community
addressed at recent meeting
MEMBERS of the Asian Community from South
Cambridgeshire and Cambourne were given home
security advice at a recent meeting held in Cambourne

CAMBRIDGESHIRE’S first Cyber Security Conference
will be held on 10th March at ARM, in Fulbourn,
Cambridge. Hosted by Sir Graham Bright and
Cambridge

Constabulary’s

Fraud

and

Cyber

Investigation Unit, the event will help local businesses
protect themselves against cyber-enabled and cyberdependent serious and complex crime.

Community Hub. Hosted by Rebecca Avery, Outreach
Worker from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s
Office, and Cambridgeshire Constabulary, the meeting
was in response to concerns raised by the community
about a recent series of thefts of valuables, including
Asian gold.
Chief Inspector James Sutherland, Area Commander

For more information or to book a place contact

for South Cambs said: ‘"This was a really positive event

Rebecca Avery: rebecca.avery@cambs.pnn.police.uk

and we are pleased that so many people from the
Asian Community came to discuss their concerns and
to get the best possible advice on crime prevention."

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk
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Useful Links:

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Surgeries / Contact Points
Details about local surgeries, Police Contact
Points and other events where Sir Graham
Bright or his representatives will be present
are regularly updated and listed on the
Cambridgeshire PCC website. Click the link
below for details:

Community Safety Partnerships


Safer Peterborough Partnership



Fenland Community Safety
Partnership



Cambridge Community Safety
Partnership



Huntingdonshire Community Safety
Partnership



South Cambridgeshire Crime &
Disorder Reduction Partnership



East Cambridgeshire Community
Safety Partnership

You can visit: www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk

MAKING CONTACT:
You can follow me:
I know that it is important that you can keep up to date with what
my Deputy, my team and I are doing. I am here to represent the
public ensuring the voice of the people is heard and that the
police are accountable to the public.
I pledged to be the voice of the people. You can contact me at
any time to ask questions or put your views across.

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk

You can write to me at:
Cambridgeshire Police & Crime Commissioner
PO Box 688, Huntingdon, PE29 9LA.
Email me at: cambs-pcc@cambs.pnn.police.uk
Telephone my office on: 0300 333 3456
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