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Update from the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner

May 2016

AS I enter my final week as Cambridgeshire’s first Police and Crime Commissioner, I want to take this
opportunity to thank you for your continued support over the last three and a half years and to share
with you some of the highlights from my point of view.
First of all, I must state that it has been a privilege to serve in this role. This has been one of the most
satisfying jobs I have ever done and also one of the most demanding, with high levels of scrutiny of
nearly every action and every decision.
One of the great things about the role is the ability to make decisions and take action. Key to this is
engaging with local communities, listening to the issues that matter so that they are better addressed
by local policing. Working with the two Chief Constables (Simon Parr and Alec Wood), I have been able
to implement schemes which have directly improved policing. Highlights for me include - setting up the
county’s first Victims’ Hub, (with over 10,000 victims referred since 2014 and over 6,000 people directly
supported); supporting young people through my Youth Fund, (£55,000 in grants helping 1,883 people);
creating a Volunteer Police Cadet Scheme with 5 units now established; and supporting people
experiencing mental health crisis through the Mental Health Concordat.
The role has also brought its challenges, particularly in terms of funding, however the process forced us
to look carefully at the business and how it can be run better. As a result and through careful financial
management over the four-year period, we have been able to save £16 million without reducing
frontline officer numbers. Collaboration with Bedfordshire Police and Hertfordshire Constabulary
continues to make good progress enabling each of the three forces to gain strength from each other and
benefit from the savings collaboration brings.
And what I am most proud of? The ability to bring people together to stimulate new ways of working:
from bringing employers and ex-offenders together at HMP Peterborough to create new employment
schemes, to hosting the county’s first Cybercrime conference, I have thoroughly enjoyed the role.
Last week, Jason Ablewhite was elected as the new Police and Crime Commissioner for Cambridgeshire.
I wish him all the very best and hope to see Cambridgeshire Constabulary continue to lead the way to
more effective, responsive and efficient policing.

Sir Graham Bright
Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk
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New video cameras for frontline officers

Dedicated Officers to combat rural crime

NEW ‘Reveal 2 body-worn video’ cameras have been

A team of officers dedicated to combatting rural crime in the

purchased at a total cost of around £500,000.

county has been re-formed in response to community

The decision to purchase the new cameras follows growing

concerns.

evidence showing that the use of cameras helps protect the

The Rural Crime Action Team (RCAT) will combat hare

public, the police officers that wear them, and more

coursing and poaching, as well as using specialist knowledge

importantly, provides additional crucial evidence that helps

to deal with other aspects of rural crime including

prosecute offenders.

plant/tractor theft, arson, wildlife crime and illegal raves.
Raising awareness of crime prevention strategies will also be
a part of their role.

The devices are being allocated to all officers and Police
Community Support Officers (PCSOs).
Inspector Terri Griffin said: “The body-worn cameras will
help us gain the additional evidence we often need to
prosecute offenders and make Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough a safer place.”

Chief Inspector James Sutherland said: “Our goals are simple
– we want to drive hare coursing out of Cambridgeshire,
reduce the financial cost of rural crime and let those in the
rural community know that we are behind them.”

From Wisbech to Westminster

More support for people with mental health
issues

Eight Volunteer Police Cadets made a trip of a lifetime on 4th
Three Community Psychiatric nurses have started working in

May when they headed to Westminster to meet Mike

the Force Control Room as part of the Integrated Mental

Penning, Minister for Policing, Fire, Criminal Justice and

Health Team (IMHT), thanks to funding from the Police and

Victims.

Crime Commissioner and Safer Peterborough Partnership.
They will provide clinical advice on the best way to handle
and deal with calls involving mental health issues and help
police make decisions on how or if to deploy to incidents.
By providing the right care in the right place at the right time,
the nurses will ensure people are supported in the right way
and reduce the amount of time police officers spend dealing
with people with mental health issues.

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk

Read about what the Cadets got up to here.
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Success for budding artists

Celebrating Citizens in Policing

Young people in East Cambs have been demonstrating their

1st June sees the start of Volunteer Week, which this year

artistic talent in an Art Competition organised by the

runs for 12 days to celebrate the huge contribution

Constabulary.

volunteers make across the country.

Art Reach 2016 concluded in spectacular fashion as five
winners were selected from the huge range of high quality
entries. The artwork will be displayed around Ely Police
Station to help brighten up the stark white walls.
Organiser, Sergeant Phil Priestley said: “When we set out on
the journey of Art Reach 2016 we thought we would discover
something special. We clearly have. It was incredibly difficult
to single out the most exceptional pieces and the work
divided opinion enormously.”

Thousands of people already play an important role in
supporting the police, putting their own time and energy
into activities for the benefit of the community. From
Volunteer Police Cadets, to Independent Custody Visitors,
Special

Constables

and

Police

Support

Volunteers,

Cambridgeshire Constabulary and the Office of the Police
and Crime Commissioner have a range of volunteering

Second cohort of Peterborough Cadets pass
out

opportunities for you to consider.
For more information about activities taking place during
the 12 day period, contact Catherine Kimberley
Communications Officer or visit:
http://volunteersweek.org/.

A second intake of Volunteer Police Cadets celebrated
reaching the end of their training at a recent Passing Out
ceremony at Thomas Deacon Academy in Peterborough.

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk
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Useful Links:

Community Safety Partnerships


Safer Peterborough Partnership



Fenland Community Safety
Partnership



Cambridge Community Safety
Partnership



Huntingdonshire Community Safety
Partnership



South Cambridgeshire Crime &
Disorder Reduction Partnership



East Cambridgeshire Community
Safety Partnership

You can visit: www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk

MAKING CONTACT:
I know that it is important that you can keep up to date with what
my Deputy, my team and I are doing. I am here to represent the
public ensuring the voice of the people is heard and that the
police are accountable to the public.

You can follow me:
You can write to me at:
Cambridgeshire Police & Crime Commissioner
PO Box 688, Huntingdon, PE29 9LA.
Email me at: cambs-pcc@cambs.pnn.police.uk

I pledged to be the voice of the people. You can contact me at
any time to ask questions or put your views across.

www.cambridgeshire-pcc.gov.uk

Telephone my office on: 0300 333 3456
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